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Bible  drillers  show 


Associate  Editor  Speaker's  Tournament  are 

sponsored  each  year  by  the 
The  2007  Mississippi  state  Discipleship  and  Family 
Bible  Drills  and  Speaker's  Ministries  (DFM)  Department 
Tournament  attracted  hundreds  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
from  across  the  state  for  a  day  Convention  Board  (MBCB), 
of  friendly  competition  April  21  and  are  funded  by  gifts  to  the 
at  First  Cnurch,  Clinton.  Cooperative  Program. 

Students  competing  at  Bus  The  Speaker's  Tournament 
level  have  made  it  through  the  attracted  many  mote  pa rtici pa- 
preliminary  tournaments  and  tion  this  year,  in  part  due  to 
race  peers  who  are  just  as  com-  extensive  promotion.  The 
petent  and  prepared  as  they  are.  opportunity  to  participate  is  an 
Much  like  a  sporting  event  par-  excellent  opportunity  for  stu- 
bdpants  had  parents,  family  and  dents  who  want  to  develop 
friends  rooting  them  on.  Just  as  poise,  confidence,  and  grow 
students  vie  for  scholarships  toward  Christian  maturity  and 
while  participating  in  sports  in  develop  other  life  skills, 
high  school  in  like  fashion  schol-  This  year's  winners  include 
arcnips  are  available  and  eagerly  Andrew  Hollingsworth,  First 
sought  after  at  this  event.  Church,  Fulton,  fourth  place; 

Charles  Huckaby,  Parkway 
Church,  Houston,  third  place; 


TOP  SPEAKERS  —  Speaker's  Tournament  winners  include  (from  left) 
Andrew  Hollingsworth,  First  Church,  Fulton,  fourth  place;  Charles 
Huckaby,  ftirkway  Church,  Houston,  third  place;  Emily  Tillman,  Trinity 
Church,  Philadelphia,  second  place;  and  Amber  Cockrell,  Bethel 
Church,  Louisville,  first  place.  (Photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


Speakers  Tournament  schol-  Winners  in  the  Junior  High  The  Speaker's  Tournament 

•hips  from  Mississippi  Tournament  include  Jacob  is  designed  to  stimulate  growth 
ptists'  three  institutions  of  Roeland,  Good  Hope  Church,  toward  Christian  maturity, 
gher  learning  —  Blue  Louisville,  first  place;  Jay  challenging  youth  to  think  seri- 
Duntain  College  in  Blue  Moore,  Lena  Church,  Lena,  sec-  ously  about  their  Christian 
xintain,  Mississippi  College  ond  place;  and  Lindsey  Boone,  commitment  and  to  express 
Clinton,  and  William  Carey  Liberty'  Church,  Flowood.  that  commitment  verbally, 

viversity  of  Hattiesburg  —  Steve  Jackson,  pastor  of  For  more  information  on  the 

» significant.  McLaurin  Heights  Church,  drills  and  tournaments,  con- 

The  rewards  for  the  high  Pearl,  received  the  Friend  of  tact  Don  Hicks,  Discipleship 
bool  seniors  participating  Bible  Drill  award.  and  Family  Ministry 

the  Scholarship  Drill  are  no  The  purpose  of  the  Youth  Department,  MBCB,  P.O.  Box 
»s  significant.  In  order  to  Bible  Drill  is  to  challenge  youth  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
ich  the  Scholarship  Drill,  to  develop  skills  in  using  their  Telephone:  (601)  292-3287  or 
rticipants  must  have  been  Bibles  —  locating  books,  vers-  toll-free  outside  Jackson  (800) 
volved  in  Bible  Drills  for  es,  and  passages  dealing  with  748-1651,  ext.  287.  E-mail: 
ne  vears.  be  a  high  school  doctrinal  and  ethical  concerns.  dhicks®mbcb.org. 


Davis, 


FRIEND  OF  BIBLE  DRILL  —  Sieve  Jackson  (rta 
Heights  Church  Asad,  received  foe  friend  oil 
Marcus  feagjer,  discipleship  and  family  mil 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board.  (Photo  by 
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Another  school  year,  another 
school  shooting.  The  massacre 
last  week  at  Virginia  Tech  seems 
especially  monstrous,  yet  with  the 
exception  of  the  affected  families  we'll 
get  over  it  just  as  we  have  all  the  oth¬ 
ers.  After  the  candle  lightings  and 
politically-correct  memorial  services 
fade  from  our  memory,  we'll  avert  our 
eyes  and  go  about  our  business  and 
tune  in  once  again  to 
Desperate  Housewives  or 
some  such  silliness  and  tune 
out  the  desperate  world  all 
around  us. 

Sadly,  such  self-absorption 
has  become  a  way  of  life  in 
modem  America.  Perhaps  if 
we  took  just  a  few  minutes  to 
contemplate  the  great  losses 
involved,  we  wouldn't  be  so 
quick  to  turn  away. 

Baptist  graduate  student 
Brian  Bluhm  was  just  weeks 
away  from  graduating  with 
a  master's  degree  in  water 
resources.  He  was  deeply 
involved  with  Baptist 
Collegiate  Ministries  at 
Virginia  Tech,  which  is  the 
equivalent  of  our  Baptist  Student  Union 
program  in  Mississippi. 

Senior  Jarrett  Lane  belonged  to  First 
Church  in  Narrows,  Va.  He  attended 
church  faithfully  and  served  every  Sunday 
as  an  usher.  Lane  was  valedictorian  of  his 
high  school  class  and  a  standout  athlete. 

Junior  Nicole  White  was  a  member  of 
Nansemond  River  Church  in  Suffolk,  Va. 
She  worked  with  children  at  die  local 
YMCA  and  juggled  her  free  time  between 
volunteering  at  an  animal  shelter  and  a 
shelter  for  battered  women. 

Freshman  Rachel  Hill  "was  an  incredi¬ 
ble  witness  for  Christ;  the  love  of  Christ 


shone  through  her  to  others, 
lmmistrator  at 


said  Clay 
Grove  Avenue 


Fogler,  adr 
Christian  School,  a  ministry  of  Grove 
Avenue  Church  in  Richmond,  Va.,  where 
she  was  a  star  athlete  and  school  leader. 

Freshman  Lauren  McCain  was  a 
member  of  Restoration  Church  Phoebus 
in  Hampton,  Va.,  and  an  active  member 
of  Campus  Crusade  for  Christ  at 
Virginia  Tech.  On  her  MySpace.com 
page,  she  listed  Jesus  Christ  and  her 
brother  Joel  as  two  of  her  heroes. 

These  are  only  four  of  the  young, 
promising  lives  that  were  snuffed  out 
that  morning.  While  we  rejoice  that  they 
are  with  the  Lord,  their  passings  came 


much  too  soon  and  much  too  violently 
and  robbed  the  rest  of  us  of  their  great 
lifetime  potential. 

Even  in  the  midst  of  the  great  suffer¬ 
ing  brought  on  by  such  a  horrific  act  of 
violence,  God  is  at  work  as  always. 
Reports  indicate  that  the  Baptist 
Collegiate  Ministries  Center  at  Virginia 
Tech  served  as  a  place  of  refuge  for 
grieving  students  and  faculty  left  oereft 
by  the  senselessness  of  the  loss. 

Mark  Appleton,  associate  Baptist 
Collegiate  Ministries  director  at  Virginia 
Tech  and  a  Mission  Service  Corps  mis¬ 
sionary  with  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,  said  more  than  300  stu¬ 
dents  came  by  the  center  when  word  got 
around  that  the  center  would  be  open 
for  anyone  who  needed  it. 

Perhaps  the  open  door  to  the  center 
was  an  open  door  to  salvation  for  one  or 
more  of  the  people  who  showed  up 
there  after  the  shooting.  Perhaps  some¬ 
one  was  led  to  ponder  their  tenuous 
grip  on  this  earthly  life  and  their  own 
need  for  salvation  through  Jesus  Christ 
alone.  Perhaps  a  warm  smile  and  a 
friendly  hug  made  an  eternal  difference 
for  someone  who  really  needed  it. 

Time  will  tell.  In  the  meantime,  let  us  be 
reminded  of  our  duty  and  our  ioy  to  tell 
everyone  we  meet  about  the  abundance 
and  security  of  die  Christian  life.  Like  these 
four  Baptist  students,  let  us  be  a  shining 
light  on  the  highest  hill  to  pierce  the  dark¬ 
ness  of  this  evil,  sin-filled  world  in  which 
we  live.  Only  Christians  can  do  that. 

On  her  MySpace.com  page,  Lauren 
McCain  wrote  about  the  certainty  of  her 
faith.  "I  don't  have  to  argue  religion, 
philosophy  or  historical  evidence, 
because  I  KNOW  him." 

Would  that  everyone  in  her  generation 
one  day  be  able  to  say  that,  because  of  us. 

Let's  get  started. 


Creation  conference  stirs  controversy  on  SMU  campus 

DALLAS  (BP)  —  Science, 
when  done  right,  points  power¬ 
fully  to  a  designer  whose  char¬ 
acteristics  "just  happen  to 
match  the  descriptions  of  the 
God  of  the  Bible,  author  and 
Christian  apologist  Lee  Strobel 
said  during  a  conference  on  the 
theory  of  Intelligent  Design  at 
Southern  Methodist  University 
(SMU)  in  Dallas. 

Once  an  avowed  atheist  and 
journalist  who  investigated  the 
evidence  for  Christianity  and 
creation  prior  to  his  conversion, 

Strobel  said  all  materialistic  the¬ 
ories  have  failed  to  explain  the 
origin  of  life  or  how  any  part  of 
the  universe  became  habitable. 

"The  universe  is  fine- 
tuned  on  a  razor's  edge  in  a 
way  that  defies  chance.  It  is 
better  explained  by  the  exis- 
tenrpe  of  a  Creator,"  Strobel 
said.  "It  seems  logical  and 
rational  that,  if  there  is  a  God, 
that  He  would  leave  evidence 
behind  for  us  to  find  Him." 

Strobel  was  joined  by  noted 
scientists  Stephen  Meyer,  Jay 
Richards,  and  Michael  Behe  for 
the  Darwin  vs.  Design  presenta¬ 
tion  of  he  Center  for  Science  & 

Culture  at  the  Discovery 
Institute,  a  Seattle-based  group  of 
researchers  exploring  he  world- 
view  implications  ofsdence. 


The  Christian  Legal 
Society  at  SMU's  Dedman 
Law  School  sponsored  the 
April  13-14  sessions. 

Not  everyone,  however,  wel¬ 
comed  he  scientists  proposing 
Intelligent  Design.  At  least  three 
SMU  professors  lodged  protests 
against  the  conference,  which 
they  claimed  would  promote  a 
"mystical  world  view"  lacking 
scientific  credibility. 

Seven  students  also  protest¬ 
ed  inside  the  conference,  hold¬ 
ing  up  signs  wih  questions 
related  to  Darwinian  evolution. 
SMU  police  escorted  two  stu¬ 
dents  out  of  the  conference 
after  he  students  attempted  to 
move  closer  to  he  stage  where 
Strobel,  Meyer,  Richards  and 
Behe  were  speaking  to  an  audi¬ 
ence  of  more  than  1,500. 

An  editorial  in  the  daily 
campus  newspaper  also  lam¬ 
basted  the  proponents  of 
Intelligent  Design  for 
"preaching  a  religious  mes¬ 
sage  masked  in  a  capsule  of 
pseudoscience." 

Behe,  known  for  his  ground¬ 
breaking  book,  Darwin's  Black 
Box,  said  he  and  the  other  sci¬ 
entists  are  doing  what  they 
were  trained  to  do  —  that  is, 
ruling  nothing  out  of  bounds  in 
the  quest  for  tne  truth. 


Much  of  the  scientific  estab¬ 
lishment,  he  said,  has  nonethe¬ 
less  ruled  the  ideas  of 
Intelligent  Design  deficient  "as 
a  matter  of  principle"  because 
they  work  against  he  status 
quo.  Many  in  the  scientific 
community  remain  loyal  to  he 
teachings  of  Charles  Darwin. 

"I  was  told  that  we  were 
supposed  to  follow  the  evi¬ 
dence  wherever  it  leads,"  said 
Behe,  a  professor  of  biological 
sciences  at  Lehigh  University  in 
Pennsylvania.  "Intelligent 
Design  seems  to  point  strongly 
beyond  nature  and  seems  to 
have  philosophical,  maybe 
even  theological  implications. 

"That  makes  a  lot  of  people 
nervous,  and  they  think  that  sci¬ 
ence  should  avoid  any  theory 
hat  seems  to  have  suen  strong 
extra-scientific  implications." 

Darwin's  Black  Box,  regard¬ 
ed  by  WORLD  magazine  as  one 
of  the  100  most  important  books 
of  he  20th  century,  dealt  a  heavy 
blow  to  neo-Darwinism  when 
Behe  argued  for  the  idea  of  "irre¬ 
ducible  complexity."  According 
to  Behe,  life  is  run  by  thousands 
of  complex  "machines"  in  cells. 
These  machines  are  designed  in 
such  a  way  that  the  cell  cannot 
function  without  any  one  of  its 
multiple  parts. 


Design,  Behe  contends,  is 
not  mystical;  it  is  quantitative. 
The  purposeful  arrangement 
of  parts  in  a  cell  implies 
design,  and  even  neo- 
Darwinians  —  scientists  who 
still  hold  to  evolutionary  the¬ 
ory  despite  modem  advances 
in  science  that  purport  to 
prove  the  theory  false  —  agree 
that  cells  at  least  "appear  to  be 
designed."  In  the  end,  howev¬ 
er,  these  scientists  claim  that 
the  structure  of  the  cell  was 
achieved  either  by  chance  or 
by  a  combination  of  chance 
and  necessity,  Behe  said. 

Meyer  said  cells  prove 
design  because  they  do  what 
even  supercomputers  cannot 
do  —  tfrey  produce  and  trans¬ 
mit  trillions  of  specific  bits  of 
information  in  a  "digital" 
genetic  code.  Darwin,  he  said, 
had  no  concept  of  this  code  — 
known  today  as  DNA. 

"Blind  chance  is  not  a  sig¬ 
nificant  explanation  for  tne 
origin  of  tne  information  in 
the  DNA  molecule,"  Meyer 
said,  claiming  that  there 
apparently  is  no  limit  to  the 
information  DNA  can  con¬ 
tain.  "We  don't  have  anything 
in  nature  that  can  suggest 
information  can  arise  from 
undirected  processes." 
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Christians'  deaths  tied  to  Muslim  youths 


ISTANBUL  (BP)  —  In  a  erne- 
assault  against  Turkey's 
tiny  Christian  community,  five 
young  Muslim  Turks  entered  a 
Christian  publishing  office  in 
the  southeastern  province  of 
Malatya  April  18  ami  slit  the 
throats  of  the  three  Protestant 
Christians  present. 

Two  of  the  victims.  Necati 
Aydin,  age  36,  and  Ugur 
Yuksel.  age  32,  were  Turkish 
converts  from  Islam.  The 
third  man,  Tilmann  Geske, 
age  46,  was  a  German  citizen. 

The  Turkish  press  reported 
that  four  of  the  five  young 
men.  all  19-20  years  of  age, 
admitted  during  initial  inter¬ 
rogations  that  they  were  moti¬ 
vated  by  both  “nationalist 
and  religious  feelings." 

"We  aid  this  for  our  coun¬ 
try,"  an  identical  note  in  the 
pockets  of  all  five  voung  men 
read,  Channel  D  television  sta¬ 
tion  reported.  "They  are  attack¬ 
ing  our  religion." 

According  to  the  Hurriyet 
newspaper,  one  of  the  suspects 
declared  during  police  ques¬ 
tioning,  "We  didn't  do  this  for 
ourselves.  We  did  it  for  our  reli¬ 
gion.  May  this  be  a  lesson  to  the 
enemies  of  religion." 

In  a  demonstration  against 
the  Zirve  Publishing  office  in 
Malatya  two  years  ago,  local 

E*  itors  had  claimed  its  pub- 
g  and  distribution  activi¬ 
ties 


MOURNING  LOSS  —  Supporters  of  minority  rights  in  Malatya,  Turkey,  squat  on  April  19  in  front  of  the 


Christian  publishing  house 
country.  A  gang  of  Muslim 
Erken/AFTMGetty  Images! 


Christians  were  murdered  the  day  before  in  the  predominantly  Muslim 
youths  is  suspected  to  be  the  murderers.  (BP  photo  courtesy  of  Sezayi 


azi 


constituted  "proselytism" 
among  Muslims  and  should  be 
closed  down.  Turkish  law,  how¬ 
ever,  guarantees  the  right  to 
engage  in  religious  evangelism 
if  it  does  not  contain  proven 
political  motives. 

The  three  Christians  were 
found  tied  hand  and  foot  to 


chairs  in  the  liaison  office  of  Zirve 
Publishing  in  Malatya's  Ni> 
Misr-i  district.  Their  throats 
been  cut  and  their  bodies  maned 
by  multiple  stab  wounds. 

Both  Aydin  and  Geske  were 
already  dead  when  local  police 
discovered  their  bodies.  Police 
had  received  a  call  from  a  near- 


rushed  to  a  nearby  hospital  for 
massive  blood  transfusions,  he 
died  soon  afterward. 

When  police  stormed  the 
building,  one  of  the  killers 
threw  himself  from  the  third 
story  to  the  street,  suffering  a 
broken  leg  and  severe  head 
injuries.  The  other  four  suspects 


by  office  in  the  building  about  a  were  apprehended  as  they  tried 
"disturbance"  happening  in  the  to  flee  the  building,  still  holding 


ice  happening  in 
Christian  publishing  house's 
third-floor  office.  Although 
Yuksel  was  still  breathing  and 


Ruling  applauded 


WASHINGTON  (BP)  —  The  US  Supreme  Court's  support  for 

abortion  marks  a  limited,  thm 


a  federal  ban  on 


partial-birth 
in  the  came 


though 
tion  for 


pro-life  lawyers  said  after  the  ruling's 
April  1&  In  a  54  dedskxv  the  justices  reversed  two  federal  appeals 
courts  aid  affirmed  the  Partial  Birth  Abortion  Ban  Act,  making  it 
the  first  judicially  vindicated  restriction  on  a  specific  procedure 
since  the  nigh  court  legalized  abortion  in  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade  opin¬ 
ion.  The  2003  law  prohibits  an  abortion  technique  that  involves  file 
foiling  of  a  nearly  totally  delivered  bdby  normally  in  at  least  the 
fifth  month  of  pregnancy.  "The  Roberts  Court  has  taken  a  positive, 
modest  step  in  restoring  a  sense  of  reason  and  principle  to  consti¬ 
tutional  adjudication  on  abortion,"  said  Wendy  Long,  legal  counsel 
for  the  Judicial  Confirmation  Network  and  former  Supreme  Court 
law  clerk,  on  National  Review  Online.  "Liberal  pro-abortion 
extremists  no  longer  have  a  blank  check  to  railroad  over  the  will  of 
democratic  nrwuonties"  of  Americans.  Chief  Justice  John  Roberts 
and  Associate  Justices  Antonin  Scaha,  Clarence  Thomas,  Samuel 
Alito,  and  Anthony  Kennedy  voted  in  the  majority.  Associates 
Justice  Ruth  Bader  Gnsbuig,  John  Paul  Stevens,  David  Soutet  and 
Stephen  Breyer  opposed  the  decision.  The  justices'  decision  came 
in  two  cases,  Gonzales  n  Carhart,  an  appeal  mxn  the  Eighth  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  in  which  the  law  was  invalidated  based  on  its 
a  health  exception,  and  Gonzales  d.  Planned  Parenthood,  out  of 
jit  which  also  said  the  ban  imposes  i 

The  Partial  Birth  Abortion  Ban 
in  which,  as  typ- 
first  until  only  me  head 
is  left  in  the  birth  canal.  The  doctor  pierces  file  base  of  the  infant's 
skull  with  surgical  scissors  before  inserting  a  catheter  into  the 


lack  of  i _ _ 

the  Ninth  Circuit  which  also  said  the  ban  imposes  an  undue  bur¬ 
den  on  women  and  is  too  vague.  The 
Act  bars  a  second-  and  third-trimester 


used,  an  intact  bab^is 


■procedure] 
is  delivered  feet  first  un 


opening  and  suctioning  out  file  brain,  killing  file  baby.  The  tech 
rnque  provides  for  easier  removal  of  the  baby's  head.  The  law 
allows  an  exception  if  file  mother's  life  is  threatened. 


their  bloodied  knives 

Turkish  government  leaders 
were  quick  to  denounce  the 
murders  and  promised  a  full 
investigation.  The  police, 
meanwhile,  fielded  conjecture 
that  the  suspects  were  linked  to 
the  Turkish  Hizbollah,  a 
Kurdish  Islamic  movement 
calling  for  a  Muslim  state  in 
southeastern  Turkey. 

According  to  Zirve 
Publishing’s  general  manager, 
Hamza  Ozant,  the  company's 
Malatya  staff  had  received 
death  threats  in  recent  months. 
wMl  three  of  the  men  worked  in 


the  office  and  attended  the  local 
30-member  Kurtulus  Protestant 
Church  pastored  by  Avdin 

Aydin  is  survived  by  his 
wife  Semse  and  a  son  and 
daughter,  both  preschool  age. 
Geske  with  his  wife  Susanne 
had  two  sons  and  a  daughter, 
ages  8-13  years.  Yuksel  was 
engaged  to  be  married  within 
a  few  months. 

The  deadly  attack  was  the 
first  known  martyrdom  of 
Turkish  converts  from  Islam 
since  the  founding  of  the  Turkish 
Republic  in  1923,  but  it  was  the 
third  tragic  incident  targeting 
Christians  in  Turkey  in  the  past 
15  months  to  spark  major  inter¬ 
national  media  coverage. 

Editor's  note.  This  article  is 
reprinted  courtesy  of  Compass 
Direct  New s.  based  in  Santa  Ana. 
Ca.  Compass  Direct  Neu*s  pro¬ 
vides  reports  on  Christians  world- 
wide  who  an •  persecuted  for  their 
faith.  Used  by  permission. 


I  ooking  buck 


Rory  Lee,  president  of  William  Carey  College  in  Hattiesburg,  is 
elected  president  of  Louisiana  College  in  Pineville,  La. 


First  Church,  Leland,  celebrates  its  centennial  as  a  church  body 
with  Earl  Kelly,  executive  secretas> -treasurer  of  the  Mississippi 
Baptist  Convention  Board,  as  keynote  speaker.  Lunch  follows  the  ser¬ 
vice  with  preaching  by  former  pastors. 


The  director  of  the  National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference  bureau  of 
information  declares  that  evangelist  Billy  Graham  is  "a  danger  to  the 
faith  of  all  Catholics  who  listen  to  him." 
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Thf  Baptist  Record 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following  prayer 
with  God  in  your  oum  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that  I  need  you. 
(I  have  sinned.) 

2.  I  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death.  (I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  jesus  died  and  rose 
from  the  grave  to  forgive  my 
sins  and  to  restore  my  rela¬ 
tionship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  fesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a  lov¬ 
ing  relationship  with  Him.  (I 
receive  Christ  as  my  Savior 
and  Lord.) 

" But  as  many  as  received  him, 
to  them  he  gave  the  right  to  become 
children  of  God,  even  to  those  u>ho 
believe  in  his  name.  "  (John  1:12) 

If  you  make  a  decision  for 
lesus  Christ  today,  contact  a 
local  Baptist  church  for  spiritu¬ 
al  guidance. 


RiteBua  •  RitePrice  •  Rite  Place 

Talk  to  Bill  Clark 
601-750-2364 

www.ritewaybutMles.com 


Rite  Wav  Bus  Sales 

2 OtO  Hwy  49  South,  Florence,  MS  39073 


Making  Sense  of  a  Massacre 

All  around  the  country,  the 
headlines  told  the  story  of  the 
worst  massacre  in  our  nation's 
history  at  Virginia  Tech 
University.  The  reports  of  the 
crime  were  horrific  and  heart 
stopping  as  the  nation  learned 
of  the  unfolding  crime.  As  the 
information  came  over  the 
news,  my  mind  and  heart  raced 
from  place  to  place  and  person 
to  person  praying  for  and  won¬ 
dering  about  the  horror  that  the 
kids  were  going  through,  the 
unbelievable  maze  of  death  and 
brokenness  that  the  police  and 
other  authorities  would  be  deal¬ 
ing  with,  the  families  and 
friends  of  students,  and  the  fac¬ 
ulty  members  who  had  to  be  liv¬ 
ing  in  shock  and  tryingto  figure 
out  how  to  respond.  Though  I 
was  hundreds  of  miles  away,  I 
felt,  no  doubt,  like  millions  of 
others  entangled  in  this  crisis. 
There  were  all  of  the  questions 
that  continually  unfolded  —  the 
what,  who,  and  then  die  ulti¬ 
mate  question,  why? 

Years  ago,  I  heard  someone 
say  that  why  is  the  easiest 
question  to  ask  and  the  hardest 
question  to  answer.  I  have 
found  that  to  be  true.  I  certain¬ 
ly  do  not  begin  to  have  the 
answers  and  certainly,  there  are 
no  simple  answers  to  be  found. 
Within  about  24  hours  we  had 
some  answers  that  a  young 
man  named  Cho,  23,  a  senior 
English  major  from  South 
Korea,  had  done  this  terrible 
thing.  We  even  knew  the 
names  of  some  of  the  students 
y  who  had  been  killed  and  others 
who  were  injured.  The  ques¬ 
tion  was  why  r  I  even  heard  one 
person  express  the  inevitable 
question  mat  many  will  ask: 


‘Directions 

Jim  Futral,  executive  director-treasurer 
Mississippi  Baptist  Convention  Board 


"Why  would  God  allow  such  a 
tragedy  to  take  place?" 

As  I  heard  that,  I  thought 
about  an  even  worse  massacre 
that  had  taken  place  many 
years  ago.  It  happened  in  what 
had  been  a  near  perfect  envi¬ 
ronment  when  one-fourth  of 
the  earth's  population  was  mur¬ 
dered.  You  remember  it.  The 
tragedy  unfolded  of  the  only 
family  on  the  earth  —  a  mom 
and  dad,  Adam  and  Eve,  and 
their  two  boys,  Cain  and  Abel. 
Cain  killed  nis  own  brother,  it 
was  the  first  massacre  of  human 
life.  Why  did  it  happen?  What 
went  wrong?  Why  would  a  per¬ 
son  do  such  a  dung?  Maybe  as 
we  look  at  that  first  massacre, 
we  can  discover  something  of 
the  tragedies  of  all  of  life. 

The  first  thing  I  would  ask 
you  to  consider  is  that  all  of 
the  wrongs  of  others  affect 
us.  Sin,  the  willful  disobedi¬ 
ence  to  God's  will,  is  never 
done  in  a  vacuum.  It  always 
has  consequences  for  others. 
Regardless  of  the  size  or 
shape  of  the  wrong  done,  it 
will  ultimately  have  conse¬ 
quences  for  others.  It  may  be 
tne  selfishness  and  uncaring 
heart  of  a  parent,  an  alcohof- 
drenched  mind  of  a  driver,  or 
something  as  innocent  and 
small  as  a  child  choosing  to 
cheat  on  a  test.  The  wrongdo¬ 


ing  of  others  has  implication 
for  us  and  impact  on  us. 

A  second  consideration  is  for 
us  to  remember  that  our 
wrongdoing  always  affects 
others.  Their  sin  affects  us  and 
our  sin  affects  them.  One  of  the 
frequently  ignored  aspects  of 
the  divorce  tragedy  in  our 
nation  is  that  people  often  drink 
that  it  does  not  affect  the  chil¬ 
dren.  It  is  not  unusual  to  hear 
someone  say  something  like 
"The  children  are  resilient. 
They  get  over  it  and  go  on  with 
their  1  fives."  The  reality  is  that 
they  may  go  on  and  face  the 
future  but  not  without  the  scars 
of  a  ruptured,  broken  relation¬ 
ship.  It  will  continue  to  bear 
fruit  in  the  way  they  think,  in 
future  relationships,  and  possi¬ 
bly  even  in  their  own  marriage. 
It  is  a  painful,  but  real  dilemma. 
Our  wrong  decisions  always 
have  consequences  for  others. 

That  brings  me  to  consider 
what  went  wrong.  Whether  in 
the  first  family,  in  the  family  at 
Virginia  Tech,  or  possibly  in  our 
own  family  something  goes 
wrong  in  the  human  heart.  For 
Cain  there  was  anger  in  his 
heart  about  his  own  situation 
and  so  he  lashed  out  against  his 
brother.  In  Blacksburg,  a  young 
man  was  apparently  upset  by 
some  unfulfilled  desires  and 
possibly  broken  relationships, 


and  so  he  destroyed  those 
around  him.  Multiple  times 
across  our  country  today,  then1 
may  be  times  that  people  do 
not  get  their  way  ana  so  m  both 
small  and  large  ways  they  seek 
to  retaliate  and  inflict  pain  on 
others.  For  those  who  want  to 
know  why  God  allowed  such  a 
thing,  it  needs  to  be  clearly 
understood  that  it  was  not 
God's  will,  but  it  was  the 
expression  of  human  disagree¬ 
ment  with  God's  will.  We  can¬ 
not  ignore  human  responsibili¬ 
ty  in  the  tragedies  around  us. 
God's  heart  was  and  is  continu¬ 
ally  broken. 

We  are  strange  creatures. 
We  want  it  our  way.  We  want 
to  be  the  decision  makers.  We 
want  to  be  in  control,  and 
then  we  turn  around  and  do 
not  want  to  accept  the  respon¬ 
sibility  and  the  ramifications 
that  come  with  our  actions. 
That  is  why  we  proclaim  the 
Good  News  that  comes  from 
heaven  announcing  to  every¬ 
one  that  God  loves  us  so 
much  that  in  spite  of  our  sins, 
in  spite  of  our  wrongdoing, 
our  errant  decisions,  and  our 
uncontrolled  anger  He  has 
made  provision  for  us  in  Jesus 
Christ  to  have  hope  and  a 
new  life.  Regardless  if  it  is  the 
crisis  that  came  with  Cain,  a 
tragedy  on  a  university  cam¬ 
pus,  or  the  despair  that  may 
exist  in  a  family  down  the 
street,  Jesus  Christ  is  the 
answer.  For  some  that  sounds 
simplistic  and  for  others  it 
sounds  silly,  but  for  our  lov¬ 
ing  heavenly  Father  it  is  the 
sound  of  salvation. 


The  author  may  be  contacted  at 
PO.  Box  530,  Jackson,  MS  39205- 
0530.  E-mail:  jfutral@mbcb.org. 


B SUers  take  on  Bourbon  Street  for  twelfth  straight  year 


By  Wayne  Vandiver 

Correspondent _ 


The  Northeast  Mississippi  Community 
College  (NEMCC)  Baptist  Student  Union 
(BSU)  in  Booneville  took  its  twelfth  con¬ 
secutive  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  holiday 
weekend  mission  trip  on  January  12-15  to 
Bourbon  Street  in  New  Orleans.  The  pur¬ 
pose  is  always  to  hand  out  Gospel  tracts 
and  witness  to  people  on  Bourbon  Street 
and  in  the  French  Quarter. 

There  are  even  tracts  printed  entitled. 
How  to  Get  to  Heaven  from  New  Orleans. 

Thirty-four  students  and  three  BSU 
directors  went  to  New  Orleans  to  share  the 
Gospel  with  people  on  this  well-known 
party  street.  The  spirit  of  cooperation  is  evi¬ 
dent.  This  year  students  came  from  William 
Carey  University  in  Hattiesburg, 
Mississippi  State  University  in  Hattiesburg, 
and  NEMCC.  Students  from  all  Mississippi 
BSUs  are  invited  to  go  on  this  trip. 

Besides  handing  out  Gospel  tracts,  the 
group  also  used  signs  that  said,  "If  you  are 
Bom  once,  you  willdie  twice.  If  you  are  bom 
twice,  you  will  die  once."  People  on  Bourbon 
Street  are  hard  to  talk  to  most  of  the  time,  but 


the  signs  appealed  to  their  curiosity. 

People  stopped  in  the  middle  of  the 
street  and  just  stare.  Many  of  them  would 
come  over  to  the  sign-bearer  and  ask  what 
it  meant.  The  BSU  student  could  then  share 
the  story  of  Nicodemus  in  John  3  where 
Jesus  said,  "Unless  a  man  is  bom  again,  he 
cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God." 

The  French  Quarter  was  not  affected 
by  Hurricane  Katrina  as  much  as  the  rest 


of  New  Orleans.  Bourbon  Street  is  still 
booming  with  people,  the  majority  of 
whom  do  not  have  a  personal  relation¬ 
ship  with  Jesus  Christ. 

This  annual  trip  has  proven  to  be  a 
"witnessing  laboratory"  for  the  students. 
Each  year  students  go  who  have  never 
witnessed  to  anyone  oefore.  After  a  cou¬ 
ple  of  hours  on  Bourbon  Street,  the  stu¬ 
dents  have  a  boldness  in  sharing  that 
they  didn't  have  when  they  arrived. 

The  Holy  Spirit  uses  this  situation  to 
teach  students  some  valuable  lessons. 
They  come  back  from  Bourbon  Street 
with  a  higher  appreciation  of  their  par¬ 
ents,  home,  and  salvation.  They  also  have 
their  hearts  broken  over  a  world  they 
have  never  encountered  before.  There  is 
nothing  like  talking  to  a  person  that  is  so 
spiritually  blind  that  he  cannot  seem  to 
understand  that  Jesus  is  his  only  hope. 

The  students  also  learn  that  the  Spirit 
will  give  them  the  words  they  need  to 
say  to  the  person  with  whom  they  are 
speaking.  When  students  return,  they 
admit  that  witnessing  to  someone  back 
home  will  be  "a  piece  of  cake"  compared 
to  witnessing  on  Bourbon  Street. 

"By  going  and  witnessing  in  New 
Orleans,  God  showed  me  the  great  need 
that  people  have  to  know  the  love  of  Jesus 
Christ;  and  the  ability  I  have  as  a  believer 
to  share  that  love  with  them,"  said  Bruce 
Mapp,  a  freshman  from  Potts  Camp. 

Jonathan  Kirk,  a  sophomore  from 
Belmont  said,  "Something  that  stuck  out 
in  my  mind  from  the  New  Orleans  trip 
this  year  was  a  conversation  with  a  guy 


that  worked  for  one  of  the  bars.  This  guy 
asked  me  lots  of  questions  about  why  I 
was  there.  He  was  nappy  to  know  I  wasn't 
there  to  judge  people.  It  was  very 
encouraging  to  me  to  see  him  excited 
that  I  was  there  to  share  God's  love,  not 
to  judge  the  people  out  there." 

Barrett  Griffin,  an  NEMCC  sopho¬ 
more  from  Ripley  said,  "New  Orleans  is 
probably  my  favorite  trip  that  the  BSU 
has  taken.  It  is  an  eye-opening  trip.  It 
makes  me  appreciate  where  I  am  from 
and  how  I  was  raised.  It  is  a  witness 
training  field  because  there  is  such  a 
diverse  group  of  people  there.  I  love  it!" 

Ashley  Gardner,  an  NEMCC  freshman 
from  Tupelo,  said,  "There  were  so  many 
people  on  Bourbon  St  with  lost  looks  on 
their  faces.  It  seemed  like  they  were  try¬ 
ing  to  fill  a  void  in  their  lives  with  alco¬ 
hol  and  strip  clubs  when  truly  they 
needed  God  to  fill  that  void.  That  was 
what  I  think  our  mission  was  on  this  trip 
and,  hopefully,  we  accomplished  what 
we  came  to  do." 

Six  people  prayed  to  receive  Christ  as 
a  result  of  this  year's  trip.  The  students 
who  went  have  all  testified  to  how  God 
used  this  experience  to  change  their 
lives.  What  was  learned  in  the  "laboratory" 
will  be  practiced  on  campus  and 
throughout  the  rest  of  their  lives. 


Editor  's  note:  Vandiver  is  BSU  director  at 
NEMCC.  Mississippi  BSU  programs  are  sup¬ 
ported  by  area  churches,  associations,  funds 
raised  by  the  students,  and  gifts  to  the 
Mississippi  Cooperative  Program. 
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Gene  Balding,  pastor  of 
First  Church,  Russellville, 
Alabama  recently  announced 
his  retirement  after  37  years  in 
the  ministry.  He  has  served  as 
pastor  at  First  Church, 
Russellville,  Ala.  for  the  past 
fourteen  years  and  previously 
was  pastor  at  Emmanuel 
Baptist  in  Tuscaloosa,  Ala., 
19th  Avenue  Baptist  in 
Hattiesburg  (1980-1985), 
Lakeview  Baptist  in  Cave 
Springs,  Ark.,  as  well  as  sever¬ 
al  other  churches  while 
attending  seminary.  First 
Church,  Russellville,  will  host 
a  retirement  reception  for 
their  retiring  pastor  on  May  6 
from  1-3  P.M.  at  the  church. 
Balding  will  be  available  for 
supply  and  interim  preaching 
in  northwest  Alabama  .  He 
also  hosts  yearly  trips  to  the 
Holy  Land.  He  may  be 
reacned  by  calling  (256)  332- 
6632  or  writing  to  305  Tim 
Street ,  Russellville  ,  A'L  35653. 


First  Church,  Bellevue,  10:45  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon  -  New  Hope  Church,  Meri- 
Hattiesburg:  Revival,  May  Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Scott  McDowell,  dian:  Homecoming  and  140th 
3-4;  Thu rs. -Sat.,  7  p.m.;  Sun.,  speaker  and  chalk  artist.  anniversary.  May  20-23;  Sun., 

10:15  a.m.;  Sonny  Adkins,  worship  at  10:30  a.m.,  fol- 

New  Hebron,  speaker;  Nick  Liberty  Hill  Church,  Pope:  lowed  by  luncheon;  former 
Davis,  music.  Revival,  Ape.  28-May  2;  Sat,  7  pastors  and  special  music 

p.m.  with  Soul'd  Out  Quartet  in  nightly.  For  information,  call 


concert;  Sun.,  11  a.mv  followed  (601) 


First  Church,  Pecan  Grove,  _ _ _ 

EUisville:  Revival,  Apr.  by  dinner  on  the  grounds  and  6 

27-29;  Fri.-Sat.,  7  p.m.;  youth  p.m.;  Mon-Wed.,  7  pm.;  Don  Oak  Forest  Church, 

service.  Sat.,  11  a.m.,  followed  Taylor,  speaker;  Ken  Lewis,  Jackson:  50th  anniversary, 
by  lunch;  Sun.,  10:45  a.m.  and  music;  Jay  Anderson,  pastor.  May  4;  RSVP  to  rsvp2007®bell- 

6  p.m.;  Howard  Peak,  Crosby,  south.net  or  (601)  3172-2021. 

speaker;  Michael  McKnight,  Neely  Church,  Greene 

Laurel,  music.  Association:  Revival,  Apr.  Pine  Grove  Church, 

29-May  2;  Sun.,  6  p.m.;  Picayune:  Revival,  Apr.  29-May 

Galilee  Church,  Puckett:  Mon. -Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Kevin  Ivy,  2;  Sun.-Wed,  7  p.m.;  Clarence 
Revival,  May  4-9;  Sun.,  11  Moselle,  speaker;  Mark  King,  Cooper,  speaker;  Benjy  Rigney, 
a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Mon.-Wed.,  music;  J.Wubur  Hall,  pastor.  music;  Timothy  Mims,  pastor. 

7  p.m.  nightly;  Randall  Creel, 

evangelist;  Hosanna,  music;  Paul  Church,  Ifcllahatchie  Salem  Church  (Kellis' 
for  information,  call  (601)  County:  Revival,  Apr.  29-May  Store),  Kemper  County: 

825-7360  or  537-3767.  2;  Sun.,  11  a.m.  and  6  p.m.;  Homecoming,  May  6;  singing, 

Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Gary  10:30  a.m.;  worship,  11  am„ 

Kreole  Ave.  Church,  Moss  Jackson,  Kilmichael,  speaker;  followed  by  dinner  on  the 

Point:  Revival,  May  4-9;  Sun.,  Steve  and  Becky  Carver;  music,  grounds;  Jerry  Jones,  pastor. 


Bibliocipher 

By  Charles  Man.  1912  -  2004 
( np\  rtyhled  2005 
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West  Heights  Church, 
Pontotoc,  has  called  Dan 
Young  as  Associate 
Pastor/ Education.  Young  pre¬ 
viously  served  at  Roseland 
Park  Church,  Picayune,  and 
comes  with  his  wife,  Janice. 
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Double  the  medical  payment  for  some  church 
related  losses 


HUYUCIU  EU.  HUYU 


CIUKD  WLK  EU.  S|k  DCE 


Contact  your  local 
GuideOne  Agent 
to  learn  more. 
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Providence  Church, 

Franklin  Association,  ha* 

called  Brian  Lees  as  pastor.  He 
comes  to  the  church  with  his 
wife  Sally,  along  with  children 
Mallory,  Katlvn.  and  Landon. 
He  is  completing  a  degree  at 
New  Orleans  Seminary. 
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Clue:  W  =  N 

Have  iun  with  iryptograph\  anrl 
exercise  vour  Bible  knowledge'  A 
King  lames  Version  Bible  verse  has 
been  em  tided  by  letter  substitu¬ 
tion.  The  same  letter  is  substituted 
throughout  the  puzzle  Solve  b\ 
trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last 
week  s  puzzle:  Psalm  Eleven:  Tour 


And  want  to  recover  losses 

We  Can  Help! 

with  a  guraranteed 
return  of  principal 
Equity  Indexed  Annuity 


13.2% 


aOn:  Mf  CMs.  1097  Clifton-Hillshoro 

Rd-  Forest,  MS  39074 _ 

Bl- VOCATIONAL  MINISTER  OF 
MUSIC  needed.  Send  resume  to 
Foxworth  First  Baptist  Church.  P.O.  Box 
45.  Foxworth.  MS  394B3. 
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Dumas  Church,  Dumas, 
recognized  Lillian  Hall  on 
her  lOOth  birthday.  She  was 
presented  a  plaque  and  the 
church  purchased  100 
Gideon  Bibles  in  her  honor. 


3.  First  Church,  Kosciusko, 
had  12  children  participate 
in  the  state  Bible  drills  in 
Starkville  Apr.  17.  Shown 
are  the  participants. 


4.  First  Church,  Magnolia, 
recognizes  its  Bible  drillers. 
Front  Sean  Rushing  and 
Allen  Lampton;  back, 
Paulette  Prescott. 


5.  Mt  Zion  Church,  Colum¬ 
bus,  recognizes  its  chil¬ 
dren's  Bible  drillers  who 
participated  in  die  state  drill 
Apr.  17.  Shown  are  Bailey 
Beaird,  Alexa  J unkin,  Skylar 
Pearson,  Logan  Bedsole, 
and  Ashley  Boyd. 


6.  First  Church,  Greenwood, 
recognizes  its  children  and 
voutn  Bible  drillers  who 


6.  Children  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church, 


youth  Bible  drillers  who 
were  in  the  state  drills  at 


Immanuel  Church,  Grenada. 
Shown  are  the  participants. 


7.  Calvary  Church,  Bogus 
Chitto,  recognizes  its  par- 


recognizes  its  par- 
i  in  the  state  Bible 


C 

Crosby,  Jesse  Freeman, 
Adrienne  Wallace,  Alex 
Bui,  and  Rebekah  Wright. 
IVent  Bilbo,  pastor. 


8.  Moselle  Memorial 
Church,  Moselle,  will 
host  the  Stamps  Quartet 
May  6,  6  p.m.  A  love  offer¬ 
ing' will  be  taken. 


9.  Tuscola  Church,  Lena,  will 
honor  Smith  Sanders  who 
has  pas  to  red  the  church  for 
40  years  Apr.  29.  3  p.m. 
with  a  reception. 


First  Church,  Koachufco 


6.  Youth  Bible  Drillers,  First  Church,  Greenwood 


10.  Mashulaville  Church 
Memorial  at  Mashulaville, 
Macon,  will  be  held  May  6, 
11  a.m.  The  Mashulaville 
School  reunion  will  be  held 
May  5  at  Lake  Tiak  CXKhata. 


Clifton  Church,  Scott 
County,  will  host  a  5th 
Sunday  singing  Apr.  29,  6 
p.m.,  with  Marion  Felton 
and  family,  Hazel  Church, 
providing  special  music. 


First  Church,  Magnolia 


7.  Bible  Drillers,  Calvary  Church,  Bogue  Chitto 
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12.  Wild  Came  fini  ,  ^l^^l^cli^i^^i^ii  rg 


13.  Youth  Recognized,  Oak  Forest  Church,  Jackson 


12.  First  Church,  Vicksburg, 
held  a  wiki  game  supper 
Apr.  14.  Shown  are  pastor 
Matt  Buckles,  guest  speaker 
Page  Patterson,  and  Justin 
Peters,  staff  evangelist. 


13.  Two  youth  with  perfect 
attendance  in  the  My  Heart 


te  My  I 

Belongs  to  Him  Bible  study 
course  at  Oak  Forest 
Church,  Jackson,  were  rec¬ 
ognized  with  a  True  Love 
Waits  ring  ceremony  Apr. 
15.  Shown  are  Margaret 
McGrath  and  Glori  Blair 
with  an  unnamed  parent. 


14.  Bible  Drillers,  South 
McComb  Church,  McComb 


it 


OK 


Rl  <  ( )kl) 


15.  Baby  Dedication,  Pleasant  Hill  Church,  Tippah  Association 


14.  South  McComb  Church, 
McComb,  recognizes  its 
Bible  Drillers.  Shown  left  to 
right,  front  row,  are  Drew 
Brown  and  Leah  Bowlin. 
Back  row:  Noah  Bowlin  and 
Alex  Brown. 

15.  Pleasant  Hill  Church, 
Tippah  Association,  held  a 
baby  dedication.  Shown 
are  Zack  Haynie,  baby  Zyla 
Haynie,  Jennifer  Haynie, 
Lyndle  Davis,  Wesley 
Michael  Seawright,  Tiffany 
Seawright,  "fye  Seawright, 
and  Justin  Seawright. 

16.  Cleary  Church,  Rankin 
Association,  recognizes  its 
youth  state  Bible  drillers. 
Shown,  front,  are  Zack 
Chastain  and  Megin 
Forkin;  back.  Drew  Dusen- 
berry  and  Grant  Jones. 

17.  Antioch  Church,  House, 

recognizes  its  youth  Bible 
drillers.  Kneeling,  Leah 
Bishop,  Rebekah  Worrell, 
Brandy  Talbert,  Jamie 
Truhett,  Megan 

McPherson,  Brianna 
Moody,  and  Tiffany 
Dorman;  standing,  Eric 
McKinion,  Ben  Higgin¬ 
botham,  Philip  Dallas, 
Adam  Rigdon,  Tyler 
Hardy,  Chad  Dorman. 

18.  Slayden  Church,  Marshall 
Association,  dedicated 
their  new  balcony  Mar.  25, 
which  seats  80.  David 
Bishop,  pastor. 

19.  The  children  and  youth  of 
Pilgrims  Rest  Church, 
Webster  Association, 
raised  over  $400  selling 
cookies  and  bread  for  the 
Annie  Armstrong  Easter 
Offering. 

20.  Center  Ridge  Church, 
Yazoo  City,  hosted  a 
widow's  luncheon  Apr.  1. 
Participants  included  pas¬ 
tor  Daryl  Oster,  Laura 
Oster,  Stella  Nail,  Winnie 
Richards,  Lois  Kinnison, 
Edith  Everett,  Ruth  Melton, 
Pat  Stonestreet,  Helen 
Cantrell,  and  Ruth  White. 

21.  Terry's  Creek  Church, 
Magnolia,  will  host  a  wild 
game  supper  May  5, 6  p.m., 
with  the  program  given  by 
David  Fortenberry  ana 
team.  Bring  a  wild  game 
dish;  prizes  awarded.  Todd 
Sumrall,  pastor. 

22.  Concord  Church,  Boone- 
ville,  will  host  a  5th 
Sunday  singing  Apr.  29,  5 
p.m.,  with  the  Holcomb 
Sisters  as  guests,  followed 
by  refreshments. 

23.  Bexley  Church,  Lucedale, 

will  host  their  second 
annual  women's  confer¬ 
ence  May  5,  6  p.m. 

Speakers  include  Clarene 
Holcomb  and  Debbie 
Burton;  music  by  Tia  and 
Megan  Hodges.  Tickets, 
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17.  Bible  Drillers,  Antioch  Church,  House 


I  I 


IB.  Balcony  Dedication,  Slayden  Church,  Marshall  Association 


1  * 


20.  Widow's  Luncheon,  Center  Ridge  Church,  Yazoo  City 


which  include  dinner,  are 
$5.  Order  tickets  from  BBC 
Conference,  P.O.  Box  124, 


Lucedale,  MS,  39452  by 
May  1.  For  information, 
call  (601)508-9077. 


at  9-JO  a.m.  Undergraduates 
in  the  School  of  Business, 
School  of  Education,  Winters 
School  of  Music  and  Cooper 
School  of  Missions  and 
Biblical  Studies  will  receive 
bachelor  degrees  at  1  p.m.  on 
Saturday,  May  12  in  the 
Smith  Auditorium  in 
Hattiesburg.  The  ceremony 
for  WCU  Gulfport  students 
receiving  undergraduate 
and  graduate  degrees  will  be 
held  at  4  p.m.  Saturday,  May 
12  in  the  Smith  Auditorium 
in  Hattiesburg. Tommy  King, 
president,  and  Cloyd  Ezell, 


2.  Piano  Cnaemble  to  perform,  vyCU 


more  information  call  the 
Winters  School  of  Music  at 
(601)318-6175. 


1.  Matthew  Warren  of  Derma, 
a  William  Carey  University 
student  leads  students,  fac¬ 
ulty  and  staff  in  a  prayer  for 
students  at  Virginia  Tech 
during  a  service  held  on 
Tuesday.  Monies  were  con¬ 
tributed  to  purchase  a  con¬ 
dolence  ad  in  the  Virginia 
Tech  student  newspaper. 

2.  The  William  Carey 
University  Piano  Ensemble 
will  perform  a  benefit  con¬ 
cert  April  30  at  7:30  p.m.  in 
the  Smith  Auditorium  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
All  proceeds  will  benefit 
he  Carey  Institute  of  Fine 
Arts  Scholarship  Fund. 
Tickets  are  $5  and  may  be 
purchased  at  the  door.  For 


Lisa  Sproull,  and  Kandi  Bass 
during  one  of  the  many 
training  and  planning  ses¬ 
sions  for  the  camp. 


will  be  held  July  9-11  and  12- 
14.  The  cost  for  the  mini 
week  camps  is  $125.  The  cost 
for  the  week-long  camp  is 
$250.  Children's  ministers 
fees  are  the  same  as  the 
camper  fees.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation  call  Charlene  Allen  at 
(601)  307-8600  or 

Cal249@bellsouth.net.  Visit 
us  at  www.campwcarey.oig. 


2.  William  Carey  University 
will  hold  commencement 
ceremonies  May  11  and  May 
12  on  the  Hattiesburg  and 
Gulfport  campuses. 

Graduates  in  the  School  of 
Business,  School  of 
Education  and  School  of 
Psychology  and  Counseling 
will  receive  master  degrees 
at  7  p.m.  Friday,  May  11  in 


Camp  W  Carey,  a  mission  s 
based  camp  for  children 
entering  grades  3  through  9, 
will  take  place  June  11-  15, 
18-22,  25-29  and  July  16-20 
on  die  Hattiesburg  campus 
of  William  Carey 
University.  Campers  will 
spend  five  days  learning 
about  missions  in  India  ana 
all  over  the  third  world  while 
they  participate  in  water 
games,  ropes  course  activi¬ 
ties,  survivor  themed  events 
and  much  more.  A  mini 
week  camp  for  children 
entering  grades  1  through  6 


Shown,  standing  left  to  right, 
are  Camp  W  Carey  staff 
Leslie  Mims,  Paula  Stringer, 
Gark  Mason,  Michelle 
Mason  (seated  left  to  right) 
Melisa  Mason,  Sharon 
Thompson,  Cindy  Boswell, 


the  Smith  Auditorium  in 
Hattiesburg.  On  Saturday, 
undergraduates  in  the 
School  of  Arts,  Humanities 
and  Sciences,  Fail  School  of 
Nursing,  and  School  of 
Psychology  and  Counseling 


BAPTISTS 


Medicare  supplements,  major  medical,  A  SUREN'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  Christian  Washington  D.C.,  www. pur- 

small  group  health  insurance  plans  avail-  owned.  All  home  improvements,  vinyl  sid-  posedriventours.org. _ 

able  for  individuals  &  churches.  Call  ing,  windows,  metal  and  shingle  roofs.  STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  NC,  SERVING 
Cana  Turner  (662)  231-44*7  for  rates  or  patio  covers,  screen  and  glass  rooms.  (601)  MS  *  Al  since  1992.  Call  (BOO)  605-2970. 
visit  www.tumerinsuranceonline.com.  992-2092,  Don  *  Rita  Sebren,  owners.  INSURANCE  CONSULTANTS  GROUP 
LAWRENCEVILLE  FIRST  RAPTIST  FULL-TIME  MIN.  EDUCATION:  Cross  —  www.webicg.com,  specializing  in 
Church  is  accepting  resumes  for  a  lanes  Baptist  Church,  a  growing  (500  Health  Savings  Accounts  DAVE  RAMSEY- 
full-time  Senior  Pastor.  We  are  local-  Worship,  350  SS)  SBC  church  in  West  Endorsed  local  Provider  for  health  insur¬ 
ed  in  Gwinnett  County,  Georgia.  Virginia.  For  a  complete  jab  description  ance.  Call  for  your  free  quote  today,  1- 
Please  mail  a  resume,  as  well  as  a  and  ministry  questionnaire,  and  to  submit  886-626-0905  or  (601 )  824-0905. 

DVD,  VCR  or  other  media,  to  Pastor  your  resume  (Deadline  May  31),  email  Al/FL:  2  BEACHFRONT  CONDOS. 
Search  Committee,  P.O.  Box  228,  pastorseth •crotsianesbaptist.org  CIRC,  Perdido  Key,  Florida:  for  rent/sale: 
lawrenceville,  GA  30046-0028.  102  Knollwood  Drive,  Cross  lanes,  WV  weekly  rental  only,  2  BR/2  bath,  sleeps 

AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  and  beach-  25313,  www.crosslanesbaptlst.orK.  8.  Boat  slip/pens  available.  Orange 

front  vacation  condos.  Spring  specials,  NORRIS  BOOKBINDING  COMPANY,  Beach,  Alabama:  April/May  specials,  2 
Gulf  Shores  &  Orange  Beach,  Alabama,  Inc.,  old  Bibles  rebound.  Also,  church  BR/2  bath,  sleeps  8,  3  night  minimum, 

www.guKshorescondos.com.  Two  nights  bulletins  and  hymnals.  For  more  Infer-  (601)  849-2767. _ 

efficiency  sleeps  4  beachside,  $256.  mation  call  (662)  453-7424  or  fax  us  at  TENNESSEE  BAPTIST  CHILDREN'S 

Four  nights  2  bedroom  sleeps  6  beach-  (662)  455-6743. _  HOMES  Boy's  Ranch,  Millington,  Term.,  is 

side  $605.  Two  nights  1  bedroom  sleeps  FOR  LEASE  OR  SALE:  Byram  Day  Care  looking  for  a  committed  Christian  couple  to 
6  beachfront  $383.  Four  nights  2  bed-  Center.  Established  business,  zoned  for  work  with  adolescent  boys.  Great  team 
room  sleeps  6  beachfront  $650.  Prices  daycare,  3200  square  feet  bldg,  w/2  environment  combined  with  excellent  ben- 
include  everthing.  Call  (205)  556-0368  acres  of  land;  $2,950  month  lease.  Nick  efto  of  medical,  housing,  food,  utilities, 

transportation,  and  etc.  For  mom  informa- 


3.  Camp  W  Carey,  WCU 


or  (205)  554-1524.  (expires  5/25/07)  Clark,  broker/owner.  (601)  317-2536. 

DISCOUNT  BAPTISTRIES  *  STEEPLES.  QUIET  GATUNRURG  CABIN  RETROU:  (ton,  contact  Ray  Moss  (901)  872-0839  or 

Baptistry  murals,  heaters,  lighting,  seating,  2  bdrm  —  sleeps  6.  Mt  View  from  deck.  imussBBiclHkitfooqt _ _ _ 

wall  crosses,  pew  cushions,  kringlglas,  Full  kitchen,  level  entry,  $9Vnite  For  CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free  esti- 
carpel  signs.  Church  Supply  Company  of  Information:  (251)  666-21 75,  (c)  (251)  mates.  Davis  Upholstery.  Quitman, 

Texas,  (800)  728-8291 . _  689-9982,  email:  pdiw#woddnet.att.net.  Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7, _ 

HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM  FOR  SALE:  TWELVE,  18  FT.  PEWS,  five,  8  FOR  SALE:  BAPTISTRY,  approx  12 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair,  ft.  pews,  fully  padded,  red.  Good  condi-  years  old  Very  good  condition, 
Columbus/Jackson ,  (877)  477-1899.  tion,  call  (662)  837-9837.  $800.00.  Call  (662)  465-881 5. 


ractical  Principles/-/  c.h 


WHO  GETS  MY  VOTE? 


Jimmy  Porter  is  executive  director  of  the  Mississippi 
ptist  Christian  Action  Commission. 


Church  arsonists  sentenced  in  A1 


BIRMINGHAM,  Ala.  (BP  and  local  at  least  seven  years  kicked  in  because  two  fire- 
reports)  —  Three  college-age  men  were  sen-  fighters  were  injured  in  one  of  the  blazes, 
fenced  April  9  to  seven  to  eight  vears  in  fed-  "You  harmed  a  lot  of  people,  but  with  God's 
eral  prison  for  setting  fire  to  several  Alabama  grace  you  have.  .  opportunity  to  do  good  still," 
rural  Baptist  churches  last  year.  Proctor  told  them,  according  to  the  News. 

Matthew  Cloyd,  age  21,  and  Benjamin  DeBusk  told  the  court  the  fires  were  set  after 
Moseley,  age  20,  were  sentenced  to  eight  a  night  of  drinking.  A  "snowball  effect"  then 
vears  in  prison,  while  Russell  DeBusk,  age  took  place,  where  the  men  wanted  to  set  fire  to 
20,  was  sentenced  to  seven  years,  Tne  more  and  more  churches,  the  News  reported 
Birmingham  News  reported.  him  as  saying.  He  told  of  being  "absolutely  pet- 

Nine  Baptist  churches  were  burned  in  rified"  at  what  had  happened  after  he  became 
February  2006  —  five  on  one  night,  four  on  sober.  All  three  apologized  for  their  actions, 
another.  Because  several  of  the  church  arsons  "I'm  ready  to  accept  the  consequences  of 
took  place  near  the  Alabama-Mississippi  mv  actions  and  move  forward,  your  honor," 
state  fine,  a  number  of  Mississippi  Baptist  Cloyd  said. 

churches  were  reported  to  have  taken  mea-  After  the  first  five  fires  were  set,  Cloyd  and 
sures  to  step  up  security.  However,  the  three  Moseley  set  four  more  churches  on  fire  in  another 
men  apparently  did  not  cross  into  part  of* the  state  in  an  attempt  to  throw  off  law 
Mississippi  during  their  crime  spree.  enforcement  officials,  The  New  York  Times  said. 

Clovcf  and  Moseley  were  sentenced  for  their  The  three  still  face  state  charges, 
role  in*  all  nine  blazed;  DeBusk  was  sentenced  Walter  Hawkins,  pastor  of  Dansby  Church  — 
for  his  involvement  in  the  first  five  fires.  The  whose  building  was  Dumed —  urged  forgiveness, 
three  men  pled  guilty  in  December.  "We  love  them,"  Hawkins  said,  according  to 

U.S.  District  Judge  David  Proctor  also  ordered  the  News.  "The  Bible  teaches  us  about  forgive- 
the  men  to  pay  $3.1  million  in  restitution  and  to  ness.  If  we  don't  forgive,  our  heavenly  Father 


4.  A  William  Carey  University  Art  Exhibit  featuring  works  bv 
students,  faculty  and  staff  will  open  April  19  and  run  through 
May  4  in  the  Lucile  Parker  Gallery  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
The  opening  reception  will  be  held  on  April  19^om  4  to  6  p.m. 
The  exhibit  is  open  free  of  charge  to  the  public.  The  gallery  is 
open  from  1  p.m.  until  4  p.m.  Monday  through  Fnday.  For 
more  information  call  (601 )  318-6192. 

5.  The  Byrd  Memorial  Preaching  Award  is  a  cash  award  present¬ 
ed  annually  by  the  family  of  the  late  Mr.  and  Mrs.  David  Q. 
Byrd,  Sr,  loyal  supporters  of  Mississippi  College  since  1930. 
Tne  award  is  presented  annually  by  the  family  to  the  student 
who  submits  the  winning  expository'  sermon  as  adjudicated 
by  a  committee  consisting  of  the  chairman  of  the  MC 
Department  of  Christian  Studies  and  Philosophy,  an  MC 
English  professor,  an  MC  Communication  professor,  an  MC 
student,  and  the  Pastor  of  First  Church,  Clinton.  Recipient  of 
the  2007  Byrd  Memorial  Preaching  Award  was  Chase  Porter,  a 
sophomore  seeking  a  major  in  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy.  He  is  the  son  of  Mark  and  Donna  Porter  of 
Picayune,  Mississippi.  Shown  from  the  left  are  Harrell  Byrd, 
presenting  the  award;  Chase  Porter,  award  recipient;  and 
Wayne  VanHom,  Interim  Dean  for  the  School  ot  Christian 
Studies  and  die  Arts. 


Hearina  is  Believin 
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April  9-22, 2007  n 
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GIFTS  OF  HONOR 
AND  MEMORY 


Mg  <i  Ml*.  Paul  D.  Alton 


J^kJantaSwco 

RagrMtaa 

I*,  k  Mm  C  M  Mitchell 


Mt  *  Mb.  Cufta  A  Buchanan 


Mi  ll  Mb  Paul  D  Allen 


Mi.  *  Mb  Aubcy  L  Hay* 
mil  C.  Cary 


Mary  Allen  li  Me  Vamell 
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Mb.  Paula  Albritton 


Joel  *  Shirley  Hair 
Scow  *  Hamm  Neal  Family 


Growtr  Omn  Landscape.  Inc 


Mark  A  Sara  Hayden 
Mi.  k  Mb  G.  A.  Lila* 
Dr.  Joe  Lovaiady't  SSC. 
N  Oxford  BC 


Dr  k  Mi*.  Theodora  C.  Miller 

Billy  k  Chain*  MonMemary 


Mi.  k  Mb  Curt*  A  Buchanan 

Sidney  H.  Coleman,  Br 

Mr  k  Mb  )tmmy  Jenkins 

Haaai  Phillip*  — 

Shuqualak  B*pW*t  Church 

).*a«W»  D.  CmahBl 

Mr*  BlUle  Lynn  Arthur 


PiadWE.Pn.Br 

Mi  k  Mb  Geoegr  D  Henderson  I 
Mamie*  CaWy 

Mr  k  Mb  lack  Wood 


Find  BapHW  Quitch-New  Augusta 
Mr  k  Mb.  Afceri  E  Gamer 


io*i  k  Shirley  Hair 
ScoH  k  Hamm  Neal  Family 


e  Otmky  SBC  f«/ -  Ukaidnai 


Mr.  k  Mb  William  L.  Butler 

Memorials 

Frank  Aidy 

Mr.  k  Mb  |unmy  lenkm. 

Mb  Elisabeth  AMard 

Mr.  k  Mb.  Alton  Brewer 


Lucy  Fowler  Sunday  School  Clam 
Verna  WCook 
Mr  k  Mb  WlUiam  A  Swiuer 
Mr  W  C.  Co* 

Deer  Creek  Baptnl  Church 
Gene  k  )udy  Boykin 
Mr.  k  Mr*.  |  M  Barnett 
Mb  Elizabeth  Cm 
M*  Inez  B.  Thornhill 
Kathryn  Crawford 
Mb  Rachel  C  Browning 


Mr.  k  Mb.  Alton  Brewer 
'MTisobbyC  Gardner 


Mr.  k  Mb.  Max  Keller 

4b  Sue  Amo* 

EmeeUne  Amor.  Biddy  k  Elisabeth 


Mr.  k  Mb.  Jimim  lenkinx 
William  Wade  Aycock.  Jr. 

Mb.  Joyce  C.  Aycock 


Mr.  k  Mb  Patrick  N  Conetiy 


Mb.  Rachel  C  Browning 


Mr.  k  Mr*  lame*  L  Travix  |r 
Mr  L  M  (MaxW)  Bameh 
Mr.  k  Mb.  J  M.  Barnett 
Valley  Park  Baptist  Church 
Mb.  Addle  M  Hollowav 
Billy  k  Carolyn  Warren 
Anna  k  Rodney  Warren 


Mb  Rachel  C  Browning 

Kathy  Jordan  DaW 

Mr.  k  Mb.  Jimmy  Jenkin* 
Tucker  Clay  Dav*a 
Mb.  J  T  Momaon 
Mr.  k  Mb.  Harry  O'Neal  Jr. 
Come  k  Nicholas  O'Neal 
Mb.  Dorothy  Doan 
Mr  k  Mb.  Curtix  L.  Whitheld 
Ms  Birtie  M.  Kennedy 
Doeie  Deen 
Eddie  k  Delia  Speights 
Mr.  I.  W .  Dee* 

Mb.  Mary  Y  Womack 
Mr  k  Mb.  Emeat  L  Scruggs 
Mr.  O.  S.  Denham 
Mr  k  Mb  BlUy  R  Barnett 
Mb  Rachel  Denton 
Mr  k  Mb.  John  A.  Phillips 


Mr.  k  Mb  Wallace  A.  Clay 
Mr  Jamaa  Bruno  Tee"  Gibb* 

Mr*  Elizabeth  Lazarus 
Mr.  William  Earl  Gibson.  St. 

Mr  Mark  Srobey 
Mack  Henry  Gilbert 

Eddie  Flury 
Keidra  King 
Opel  King 
Mr.  Jim  Goodeau 
Mb.  Gerry  McGraw 
Sylvia  k  Don  McGraw 
Mr  k  Mb  Billy  R  Barnett 


Mr  k  Mb  E. )  Gnsham  Sr 

Eva  Hamilton 

Mr  k  Mb.  Robert  W.  Hughe* 
Travis  E.  Harden 
Mr  k  Mb  Burley  Smith 
Michael  k  Christiana  Palmer 
Wallace  Ray  Hardy 
Mr  k  Mb  Elmer  Prewitt 
Letter  H.  Harmon 
Mr.  James  H.  Cannon 
Mb  Lillian  HUi 
Mb  France*  A.  Hart 


Mr.  k  Mb.  Charles  E.  Speed 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Jim  Caahatt 

dr.  Martin  D.  Blanton 
MWa  Alva  Marie  Blanton 


Mb.  Mary  C.  Timmons 


Jo  k  Jimmie  Smlthey 

Martha  P.  Douglas 

Dr.  k  Mb.  Fred  E.  Tatum 

Mb  Batty  Lowery  Duff 
Mr.  k  Mb.  C  B  Sledge 
Mr.  k  Mb.  Pat  Ingram 


Jok  Jimmie  Smlthey 


Jo  k  Jimmie  Smilhev 

Mr.  O.  P.  Ellin 


Mr.  k  Mb  Elha  O.  Cummins 

Mb  Faye  HoUfWId 

Mission  Friend*  k  GAs  - 
Tuckers  C  rooting  BC 
Mb.  Lucille  Hollingsworth 
Gene  Curtis 
Mike  k  Mary  Curtis 
Sylvia  Ward 
Sue  Worthy 
Sue  k  Tot  man  Morlord 
Nan  C.  Hollingsworth 
Ms.  Polly  Moertaon  Frasier 
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Friendship  SSC.  FBC  -  Stark ville 


Happi)  BjrtJidaij  tcs  the  BCV! 

May  12,  2007 

The  Baptist  Children’s  Village  is  celebrating  110  years  of  ministry  to 
Mississippi  children.  With  the  help  of  friends  all  over  Mississippi  and 
beyond,  staff  on  five  BCV  campuses  continue  to  provide  a  safe  place  for 
nearly  300  Mississippi  children  every  year. 


Celebrate  with  us  . . . 

•  Plan  a  BCV  birthday  party  at  your 
church,  school  or  with  your  civic  group. 

•  Choose  a  gift(s)  from  the  BCV 
birthday  wish  list: 

-  Digital  Camera  for  a  campus 
(we  need  5) 

-  NLT  Bibles 
-Frisbees 

-  Softballs,  Bats,  Gloves  (for  teens) 

-  Basketballs,  Soccer  Balls, 
Kickballs,  Footballs 

-  Paper  Plates/Cups/Plasticware 
for  Activities 


-  Gift  Cards  for  Restaurants, 
Blockbuster,  Wal-Mart 

-  Gift  Cards  for  Old  Navy, 

J.C.  Penney,  Belk 

-  Movie  Passes 

Send  a  gift  in  honor  or  memory 
of  a  special  person 
Send  a  gift  in  honor  of  1 10  Years 
of  Ministry 

Send  us  a  digital  photo  and  short  para¬ 
graph  letting  us  know  about  the  party. 
Watch  the  News  and  Events  at 
www.  baptistcbildrensvillage.  com 
for  your  picture. 


Mr  k  Mb  DomU  Rawls  k  Family 
Boyd  L  'Buddy*  La* 

Mr.  k  Mb  WBm  R  Knight 
Mi.  k  Mb  Gobi  Wallace 
Virginia  M.  Land 

Mi.  k  Mb  J*mc*  L.  Travis  Jr 


A/hngton  Hrtgjm  B*pU«t  Church 

Ray  Scon 

Jonh  R*b*cca  Hildrrbrand 
F*Uz  k  Madteon  B4*co 

Mary  Gill 

Eula  Nunnary 

Jarry,  Earl  k  Waller  Siaco 


Mr  k  Mb  Jamra  L  Tram*  Jt. 

Riptey  Saatth 

J*rry  k  Jaiur  Siaco 


Mr  k  Mb.  Landon  E.  Brown 
Mb  Ardent*  Lewis 
Dr  fc  Mr*  Robert  M  Henvey 
R.C  Living*!** 

Bubbw  Dickey 
France*  Livingaluc 


Jo  k  Jimmie  Smlthey 


Arlington  Height*  BC  -  Pascagoula 


Mr.  k  Mb.  Jimmy  Jenkins 


Mr  WlUiam  B.  Webb 


Graebcr  Brother*  Inc. 

Mr*.  Mary  Louis*  Lovelace 

Mr  k  Mrs  Frank  O.  Croathwail  Jr 


Spring  HUI  Baphsl  Church 

Unde  Marvin 
The  Ruaaell  Bameli  Family 


Mr  k  Mb  II  W.  Cantrell 
Mb  Joale  G  Smith 


Mb.  Doris  Berge 
Mb.  Berth*  McCaekill 

Leroy.  Sandra  k  Morgan  Peeples 

B - « - H  -i/l-l - 

DiIxkhi  mcMniry 

Mr.  k  Mrs  Glen  D.  Fortenberry 

Rick  McMahan 

Mr  k  Mr*.  James  I.  Travis  Jr. 

Mb  Velma  Miller 
Paul  k  Lavenia  Bullard 
Mr.  Raymond  Mitchell 

Wilkin*.  Stephens  k  Tipton.  P  A 
Brrndi  Davis 
Us*  k  Grant  None 
Jesaica  k  Denny  Rulh 
Mr.  Anthony  Montecino 
Spring  Hill  Bapttsl  Church 
barlene  Montgomer* 
lenniter  Hale 
Joel  k  Shirley  Hale 
Scott  k  Harriet  Neal  Family 


Pal  k  Marsha  Talbert 
John  William  TK  amps  on 
Mb.  NoU  H.  Bouriand 
Mr*  Johnnie  La*  Tfoytor 


Ms  Sandra  Wam-n 

James  Hal  Moore 

Mr.  k  Mrs.  James  L  Travis  Jr 

Mr.  Douglas  Norsworthv 

Ms.  Martha  G.  Ferguson 

Terry  Otis 

Mr  k  Mb  limmy  lenkins 

Irene  B.  Perry 

Ms  Nancy  Carol  Gardner 

Mr.  Billy  Pigott 
Mr  k  Mb.  BlUy  R  Bameh 

Grady  Porter 
Ma.  Rne  Flynt 


Mr.  k  Mr*.  Dennis  I  McPhail 
Mrs  Dell  Tluman 
George,  Mery  Helen 
k  Jonathan  King 
Mr.  John  Davia  Tyne* 

Office  Staff  of  Dr  Victor  L  Walsh 
John  W.  Wagner 
lake  k  Jimmie  Thompson 
Donald  E  Walsh 
Hon  Cynthia  D  Davit 
Marie  Welbom 
Ms  Nancy  I  Lewis 
Jama*  Weal 

Mb  Betty  L.  Hall 
Paul  Willett 

Raymond  k  Linda  McClure 

Jeremy  Wilton 

Mrs  J.  T.  Momson 

Faye  Wiltshire 

Mr  Edward  L  Schur 

Non  Wolfe 

France*  k  Billy  Cox 
Geraldine  k  Donnie  Gladney 
Pauline  k  Gordon  Harris 
Stephen  k  Angela  Harris 
Myra  k  Terry  Judge 
Mr*.  Mary  Jane  Womack 
Mr.  k  Mr*  Paul  D.  Allen 
Biliye  Wren 
Mi.  Ann  S.  Danna 
Mr*.  Young 

Mr  k  Mr*  Lindsay  Noble  Jr 


Mr.  k  Mb  BlUy  R  Bameh 


Bible  Studies  for  Life 

Steadfast  Faithfulness 

John  15:18-16:4 


By  Angie  Boyd»hin _  The  Bible,  in  John  15, 

gives  a  clear  explanation 

How  do  you  think  it  feels  to  of  why  Christians  face 
be  persecuted?  I  mean  really  per-  persecution.  Because  the 
secuted.  —  beaten,  tortured,  world  hated  Jesus  and  His 
thrown  in  jail  or  even  killed  for  Father,  it  will  hate  His  followers, 
our  faith.  In  our  comfortable  Believers  experience  hate  from 
southern  Bible  belt  existence,  we  die  world  because  of  our  faith 
do  not  know  the  depths  of  real  and  obedience  to  Jesus.  In  fact, 
persecution.  Nevertheless,  we  we  should  draw  comfort  from 
have  Christian  brothers  and  sis-  knowing  that  such  experiences 
ters  around  the  world  who  do.  affirm  our  association  with  Jesus. 

More  Christians  died  for  their  In  verse  18  of  Chapter  15, 
faith  in  the  20th  century  than  in  Jesus  tells  His  disciples  the 
all  previous  centuries  combined,  world  will  hate  them  because  it 
And,  the  21st  century  has  not  hated  Him  first.  Their  relation- 
begun  more  favorably.  As  ship  with  Him  was  die  catalyst 
Americans,  we  do  not  generally  for  such  hatred.  Friendship  with 


How  do  you  think  it  feels  to 
be  persecuted?  I  mean  really  per¬ 
secuted.  —  beaten,  tortured, 
thrown  in  jail  or  even  killed  for 
our  faith.  In  our  comfortable 
southern  Bible  belt  existence,  we 
do  not  know  the  depths  of  real 
persecution.  Nevertheless,  we 
have  Christian  brothers  and  sis¬ 
ters  around  the  world  who  do. 

More  Christians  died  for  their 
faith  in  the  20th  century  than  in 
all  previous  centuries  combined. 
And,  die  21st  century  has  not 
begun  more  favorably.  As 


experience  the  extremes  of 
hatred  and  persecution.  But  we 
can  all  agree  that  even  our  own 
nation  is  becoming  more  hostile 
and  antagonistic  toward 
Christians  ana  Christians  beliefs. 


God  results  in  enduring  the 
world's  hatred.  The  "world" 
mentioned  in  John's  gospel  is 


agree  that  even  our  own  mentioned  in  John  s  gospel  is  bel 
is  becoming  more  hostile  the  system  of  organized  society,  by 
antagonistic  toward  hostile  to  God  and  under  Satan's  wc 


surprised  by  this  hostil¬ 
ity.  Jesus  was  hated 
from  birth  (remember 
King  Herod?)  to  His 
death  on  the  cross. 

We  should  anticipate 
the  world's  view  of  us. 
Verse  19  tells  us  that  we 
would  feel  differently  if 
Jesus  had  not  chosen  us 
,  ,  to  be  His  own.  As 

Boydstun  believers,  our  essential 

His  being  comes  from  our  new  life  in 
ere.  Christ;  therefore,  we  are  not  the 
nom  same  as  the  world.  So  then,  we 
aith  must  be  in  conflict  with  it. 
fact.  The  world  will  always  hate 
nom  what  is  different.  Believers,  having 
ices  been  separated  from  the  world, 
sus.  have  a  different  joy,  puipoee,  and 
15,  hope.  We  have  truth  and  certainty, 
the  We  do  not  belong  to  the  world  ana 
*e  it  it  will  always  hate  us  for  that, 
ion-  Jesus  goes  on  to  make  it  clear 
Jyst  that  we  will  not  face  anvthing  He 
vith  has  not  experienced  before  us. 
the  Verses  20  through  25  tell  us  the 
rid"  basic  reason  for  the  treatment  of 
1  is  believers.  Christians  are  chosen 


the  system  of  organized  society,  by  the  Father  and  are  not  of  the 
hostile  to  God  and  under  Satan's  world.  The  world  is  ignorant  and 
power.  Believers  should  not  be  chooses  to  reject  the  Father. 


Their  rejection  of  Jesus,  who 
had  come  to  save  them  ail,  left 
the  world  completely  guilty. 
He  came  to  show  them  there 
was  a  way  to  the  Father.  They 
chose  to  reject  Him  and  there¬ 
fore  He  says  they  "have  no 
excuse."  Those  ot  the  world 
would  rather  hate  Him  and  the 
Father  instead  of  believing. 

Jesus  says  in  verses  26  and 
27  not  to  let  any  hatred  or  per¬ 
secution  stop  our  testifying 
about  Him.  In  the  face  of  oppo¬ 
sition  and  hatred,  we  might  be 
tempted  to  try  to  isolate  our¬ 
selves  from  the  world.  Even  as 
the  disciples  had  to  be  strong, 
so  must  we.  Every  generation 
needs  a  witness  to  the  Father, 
regardless  of  obstacles  the 
world  puts  in  our  path. 

Despite  the  sense  we  might 
get  from  the  world,  Christians 
are  never  alone  when  bearing 
testimony.  It  is  our  testimony 
and  we  are  responsible  for  shar¬ 
ing  it,  just  as  Jesus  told  the  disci¬ 
ples  to  do  in  verse  27.  The  good 
news  from  verse  26  is  that  the 
Father  has  sent  the  Counselor  to 
join  us  in  testifying.  We  should 


be  encouraged  and  emboldened 
by  Jesus'  promise  of  the  Spirit's 
work  in  the  world. 


will  come.  He  told  them  His 
warning  was  so  they  would 
remain  steadfast  ana  faithful 
regardless  of  what  happened  to 
them.  In  verse  2,  He  says  they 


nistakeruy  think  they 
a  service  to  God. 


What  are  we  prepared  for? 
What  will  be  our  response  when 
persecution  comes? 

If  the  last  century  is  any 
indication,  believers  can  realize 
that  Jesus'  words  are  not  just  a 
message  for  these  disciples  as 
He  prepares  to  leave  them.  We 
in  the  zlst  century  need  to  be 
ready  to  remain  steadfast  and 
faithful  in  the  face  of  worldly 
antagonism. 

Boyds  tun  is  Preschool  and 
Children's  consultant  in  the  Sunday 
School  Dept.,  MBCB,  and  a  member 
of  Pinelake  Church,  Brandon. 


Explore  the  Bible 

Act  with  Humility 

1  Peter  5:1-14 


By  Ivan  Parke _ 

1  Peter  4  ends  with  a  preposi¬ 
tional  phrase,  "in  doing  what  is 
right."  The  "therefore"  in  5:1  con¬ 
nects  that  prepositional  phrase  to 
final  instructions  (5:1-10).  A  dox- 
ology  (5:11)  precedes  the  conclu¬ 
sion  (5:12-14)  of  the  letter. 

1.  Leaden  of  the  Church: 
Do  What  Is  Right. 

In  verses  1-5,  Greek  adjec¬ 
tives,  translated  "elder"  or  "fel¬ 
low  elder,"  occur  three  times.  In 
the  Early  Church,  according  to 
the  New  Testament,  "elder" 
was  a  title  of  authority  (e.g., 
Acts  14:23;  1  Tim.  5:17;  Jas. 
5:14).  The  Apostle  Paul  twice 
used  "elder"  and  "overseer"  — 
another  title  —  interchange¬ 
ably.  For  example,  he  had 
charged  the  elders  who  served 
the  church  at  Ephesus,  "Be  on 
guard  for  yourselves  and  for  all 
the  flock,  among  which  the 
Holy  Spirit  has  made  you  over¬ 
seers,  to  shepherd  the  church  of 


God  which  He  pur¬ 
chased  with  His  own 
blood"  (Acts  20:28;  see 
also  Tit.  1:5-9). 

Referring  to  himself  as 
"fellow  elder"  (v.  1),  Peter  pulled 
rank.  He  cited  two  credentials: 
[a]  "(eyelwitness  of  the  suffer¬ 
ings  of  Christ"  and  [b]  "partaker 
...  of  the  glory  tnat  is  to  be 
revealed"  (see  also  4:13).  Then,  in 
verse  2,  he  decreed,  "Shepherd 
the  flock  of  God  among  you." 
The  Greek  verb,  translated 
"shepherd,"  has  been  rendered 
"tend"  (RSV)  or  "feed"  (KJV). 

"Shepherd"  is  a  metaphor  as 
old  as  the  Old  Testament  (e.g., 
Ps.  23;  Is.  40:10-11;  Jer.  3:15).  In 
John  10,  Jesus  identified 
Himself  as  the  "Good 
Shepherd"  (see  also  2:25),  the 
reason  being  some  shepherds 
were  bad  (see  Jer.  10:21;  Ezek. 
34:1-24).  Some  congregational 
leaders  are  also  bad:  i.e.,  "exer¬ 
cising  oversight  ...  under  com¬ 
pulsion  ...  for  sordid  gain 


. . .  lording  it  over  those 
allotted  to  [their] 
charge"  (vv.  2-3). 
Hence,  Peter  empha¬ 
sized  a  proper  attitude 
("willing"  NIV), 
motive  ("eager  to 
serve"  NIV),  and 
behavior  ("examples 
to  the  flock").  The  root 
irlw  of  the  Greek  noun, 
translated  "example," 
designated  a  hit  that  leaves  a 
mark  or  impression. 

As  a  former  pastor,  1  referred 
to  1  Peter  5: 1-4  as  my  job 
description.  It  reminded  me  to 
lead  —  never  to  lord  over  — 
God's  flock  (NOT  my  flock).  In 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  God 
had  called  me  to  be  a  shepherd, 
not  a  CEO. 

In  verse  5,  Peter,  a  seasoned 
leader,  upheld  everyone  "exer¬ 
cising  oversight"  (v.  2).  The 
verb  "exercising  oversight" 
(Gk.  episkopeo)  and  the  noun 
"overseer"  (Gk.  episkopos)  are 
related  words.  Peter  singled 
out  "younger  men,"  instructing 
them  to  De  submissive.  He 
knew  firsthand  how  brash 
young  males  could  be.  Years 
earlier,  near  Caesarea-Philippi, 
Peter  had  rebuked  Jesus  (Mk. 


8:27-33).  The  greatest  threat  to 
any  leader  is  an  underling  who 
yearns  for  power. 

2.  Followers  of  God:  Do 
What  Is  Right 

The  theme  "humility"  ties 
verses  6-11  to  verse  5.  In  verse 
5,  Peter  quoted  Proverbs  3:34. 
In  verse  6,  he  paraphrased 
Jesus  (e.g.,  Lk.  14:li).  A  reliever 
can  manifest  humility  in  three 
distinct  ways,  [a]  acknowledg¬ 
ing  an  utter  dependency  upon 
God  (v.  7;  see  also  Ps.  55:22;  Mt. 
6:25-34;  Phil.  4:6-7);  [b]  alert  to 
the  devil  as  a  formidable  foe 
(w.  8-9a);  and  [c]  accepting  suf¬ 
fering  (vv.  9b-10). 

In  verse  7,  the  Greek  verb, 
translated  "cast,"  is  a  participle, 
thus  conveying  continuous 
action.  Its  direct  object,  "ALL 
anxiety,"  suggests  that  none  of 
us  can  handle  ONE  anxiety 
without  God.  Frank  Stagg 
explained,  "Anxiety  is  distrac¬ 
tion,  being  'pulled  apart'  or 
'going  to  pieces'" 

rPhifippians,"  The  Broadman 
Bible  Commentary,  213). 

In  verses  8-9a,  Peter  depicted 
the  devil  uniquely:  "prowls 
around  like  a  ...  lion"  (simile). 
Elsewhere,  the  Scriptures  por¬ 
tray  Satan  as  a  "dragon"  (e.g., 


Rev.  12:3-4)  or  a  "serpent"  (e.g., 
2  Cor.  11:3;  Rev.  12:9).  Two  par¬ 
ticiples,  "roaring"  and  "seek¬ 
ing,"  underscore  now  active  the 
adversary  is.  Consequently, 
Peter  issued  three  commands: 
[a]  "be  sober"  (KJV  —  see  also 
1:13;  4:7),  [b]  "be  vigilant"  (KJV), 
and  [c]  "resist"  (see  also  Jas.  4:7). 

In  verses  9b- 10,  Peter 
encouraged  sufferers.  They  do 
not  suffer  alone.  They  will  not 
suffer  long  ("little  while").  God 
will  compensate  them. 

Unlike  Paul's  letters,  just  three 
names  appear  at  the  end  of  1 
Peter:  [a]  Silvanus/ Silas  (v.  12), 
[bl  "she  who  is  in  Babylon"  (v. 
13),  and  [c]  Mark  (v.  13).  Silas  was 
Peter's  secretary.  He  had  accom¬ 
panied  Paul  on  the  second  mis¬ 
sionary  journey  (Acts  15:40- 
18:22).  "Sne  who  is  in  Babylon" 
likely  refers  to  the  church  at 
Rome.  For  feminine  references  to 
the  Church,  see  2  John  1  and 
Revelation  19:7-9.  Mark,  the 
beloved  associate  ("my  son")  of 
Peter,  eventually  wrote  a  gospel 
(see  also  Acts  12:25-13:13). 

Parke  is  Associate  Professor, 
Dept,  of  Christian  Studies  and 
Philosophy,  MC,  and  a  member  of 
Morrison  Heights  Church,  Clinton. 


Guidelines  for  submitting  news  and  photographs 


The  Baptist  Record  is  pleased  to  publish 
news  ana  photographs  of  special  events 
that  take  place  in  cooperating  churches 
of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Convention. 

News  submitted  for  publication  in  The 
Baptist  Record  must  be  either  (a)  typewrit¬ 
ten,  (b)  neatly  printed  on  8  1/2  by  11 -inch 
paper,  or  (c)  neatly  printed  on  standardized 
forms  provided  by  the  newspaper.  All  arti¬ 
cles  must  be  received  in  writing;  no  articles 
will  be  accepted  over  the  telephone. 

News  may  lie  submitted  electronically 
to  the  address  Ixdow,  and  must  be  con¬ 
tained  in  the  message  segment  ot  an  e- 
mail  form.  Due  to  increasing  virus  threats, 
no  text  attachments  will  ne  accepted. 


Photograph  attachments  are  permissible. 

Please  make  articles  concise.  Include 
the  who,  what,  when,  where  details  of 
the  stoiy,  along  with  a  contac  t  |>er$on's 
address  and  telephone  numtx'i 

Photographs  may  lx*  r  olor  or  black  and 
white.  Instant  photos  and  digit.. I  printouts 


are  not  reproducible  Digital  photos  may 
be  used  it  submitted  as  a  JPEG  file  via 
either  a)  e-mail,  ,o  three  and-a-half  inch 
flopp\  disk  or  i  CD  Photos  must  U 
i  lear  sharp,  and  \  ell  lighted 

All  news  items  are  sublet  t  i<>  editing 
and  ,,ii  phot«>g;,i{  tis  ,iu  »ij|ijec  *  <  n.p 


ping.  Photographs  must  depict  people. 
No  landscape-,  building-,  or  object-only 
photographs  will  be  printed.  News  items 
and/or  photographs  can  l)e  published 
one  time  only.  Deadline  for  submitting 
news  is  one  week  prior  to  requester! 
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Moms  &  daughters  bond,  study  Bible  at  Garaywa 

«*..  u _ _  umrakimiM  tnopftvr  slow  down  and  the  focus  of  each  According  to  Keel*,  weekends 


By  Erica  Harms 
UHTMgrsIwt 

As  comfortable  spring  winds  blew 
aaow  the  mossy  trees  throughout  Camp 
Garaywa  in  Gmton,  approximately  2S) 
moms  and  their  first  through  sixth  grade 
daughters  took  advantage  of  the  weath¬ 
er  and  a  chance  to  bond  with  each  other 
at  an  overnight  camping  experience. 

Upon  entering  the  gates  of  Camp 
Garaywa,  the  moms  and  daughters 
were  "In  the  Spotlight,"  the  theme  for 
the  Girls  in  Action  (GA)  Mother- 
Daughter  Weekend  and  the  2007 
camping  season.  Using  Psalm  67:1-2 
as  the  theme  verse,  each  person  was 
challenged  to  realize  that  not  only  did 
Jesus  come  as  die  light  of  the  world, 
but  He  has  also  given  than  the  task  of 


and  daughters  worshipping  together, 
playing  together,  and  having  a  quiet 
time  together;"  said  Robin  Keels, 
Mississippi  Woman's  Missionary 
Union  (wMu)  consultant  and  coordi¬ 
nator  of  the  weekends. 

On  Friday  evening,  moms  and 
daughters  teamed  up  with  their  cabin 
mates  to  compete  in  the  spotlight 
with  a  game  of  charades.  Attendees 
then  had  a  time  of  worship  around 
the  campfire,  concluding  with  a 
round  of  smores  chocolate  and 
marshmallow  cookie  treats. 

"I  love  to  see  die  moms  playing 
and  singing  with  their  girls,  but 
most  importantly  reading  the  Bible 
with  their  girls.  The  girls  look  up  to 
their  moms  so  much,"  said  Katie 
Welch,  a  unit  leader  for  the  summer 
cam 


slow  down  and  the  focus  of  each 
mom  and  daughter  is  only  on  Christ 
and  each  other;"  said  jenn  Ingram, 
also  a  2007  unit  leader. 

Visits  from  a  missionary  serving  in 
the  Pacific  Rim  whose  name  is  being 
withheld  for  security  reasons,  as  well 
as  Karen  Gray  and  her  daughter 
Katie,  serving  in  Brazil  were  among 
the  weekend  activities. 

-Seeing  the  girls  playing  games 
with  their  mothers  and  sharing 
devotion  time  is  so  heartwarming.! 
absolutely  love  to  encourage  kids  to 
begin  to  dunk  of  themselves  as  mis¬ 
sionaries  at  an  early  age.  If  they  can 
adopt  a  missions-minded  attitude 
now,  just  think  what  they  will  do  in 
the  future. 


"They  are  so  positive  and  sensi¬ 
tive  to  things  of  die  Lord  and  are  so 
to  learn  and  ask  question*" 


According  to  Keels,  weekends 
like  these  serve  as  an  opportunity  to 
put  missions  right  in  front  of  the 
girls  in  a  24-hour  time  period.  In  the 
midst  of  learning  about  and  giving 
to  missions,  these  mothers  and 
daughters  also  experienced  a  time  of 
recreation,  crafts,  and  worship. 

With  its  increasing  popularity. 
Camp  Garaywa  now  hosts  three 
Mother-Daughter  Weekends  each 
year.  Future  Mother-Daughter 
Weekends  are  scheduled  for  Sept.  21- 
22  and  Oct  19-20.  The  weekends  are 
supported  by  fees  and  by  gifts  to  die 


For  more  information,  contact 
Keels  in  the  wMu  office  at  P.O.  Box 
530,  Jackson,  MS  39205-0530. 
Telephone:  (601)  292-332%  or  toll-free 
Jackson  (B00)  74B-1651,  ext. 
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Va.  Tech  shooting  claims  Baptist  students  Homosexuals  see  advances 


BLACKSBURG,  Va.  (com¬ 
piled  from  BP  articles)  — 
There  were  at  least  four 
Baptist  victims  in  the  April  16 
massacre  at  the  Blacksburg, 
Va.,  campus  of  Virginia  Teen 
University,  the  worst  mass 
shooting  m  U.S.  history. 

Graduate  student  Brian 
Bluhm  was  gunned  down  by 
fellow  Virginia  Tech  student 
Cho  Seung-Hui,  as  were  senior 
Jarrett  Lane,  junior  Nicole 
White,  and  freshmen  Rachel 
Hill  and  Lauren  McCain. 

In  addition,  Austin  Cloyd,  a 
freshman  majoring  in  interna¬ 
tional  studies,  was  a  member  of 
First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Champaign,  Ill.,  before  mov¬ 
ing  to  Blacksburg,  where  her 
fattier  is  an  accounting  profes¬ 
sor  at  Virginia  Tech.  A  recep¬ 
tionist  at  Blacksburg  Church 
confirmed  to  Baptist  Press  that 
Cloyd  was  the  granddaughter 
of  one  of  their  church  members. 

Bluhm  was  just  weeks  away 
from  graduating  with  a  mas¬ 
ter's  degree  in  water  resources 
after  also  earning  an  under¬ 
graduate  degree  m  civil  engi¬ 
neering  at  Virginia  Tech.  He 
was  attending  a  class  in 
advanced  hydrology  in  Norris 
Hall  when  he  was  tolled. 

Mark  Appleton,  associate 
Baptist  Collegiate  Ministries 


(BCM)  director  at  Virginia  Tech 
and  a  Mission  Service  Corps  mis¬ 
sionary  with  the  North  American 
Mission  Board,  said  Brian  "was 
very  active  at  the  BCM  as  an 
undergraduate  but  as  a  graduate 
student  we  didn't  see  him  as 
much.  But  everyone  knew  him." 

The  BCM  center  became  an 
oasis  of  prayer,  grief,  sharing, 
and  peace  at  when  Appleton 
opened  die  facility  to  any  stu¬ 
dents  who  needed  a  place  to 
come.  More  than  300  students 
—  mostly  Southern  Baptists 
and  members  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  —  came  by. 

Lane  belonged  to  First 
Church  in  Narrows,  Va.  "He 
was  here  every  Sunday.  This 
past  Sunday  he  even  took  up 
the  collection.  He  was  one  of 
die  ushers,"  church  secretary 
John  Sheally  told  Baptist 
Press.  Lane  was  valedictorian 
of  his  high  school  class  and  a 
standout  athlete. 

White  was  a  junior  majoring 
in  international  studies  and  a 
member  of  Nansemond  River 
Church  in  Suffolk,  Va.  She  was 
in  a  German  class  in  Norris 
Hall  when  die  shooting  began. 

In  high  school,  White 
served  as  an  emergency  med¬ 
ical  technician  with  the 
Smithfield  Volunteer  Rescue 
Squad  and  was  a  lifeguard 


and  swimming  instructor  at 
the  local  YMCA.  In 
Blacksburg,  she  volunteered 
at  an  animal  shelter  and  at  a 
battered  women's  shelter. 

Hill  was  attending  a  French 
class  at  Norris  Hall  when  she 
was  cut  down  by  the  gunman. 
Hill  graduated  in  2006  from 
Grove  Avenue  Christian  School 
a  ministry  of  Grove  Avenue 
Church  in  Richmond,  Va. 

"Rachael  was  an  incredible 
witness  for  Christ,  the  love  of 
Christ  shone  through  her  to 
others,"  Clay  Fogler,  the 
school's  administrator,  wrote 
in  an  e-mail  to  Baptist  Press. 
She  was  a  star  athlete,  Fogler 
said,  and  plans  are  underway 
to  retire  her  jersey  number. 

McCain,  a  freshman  interna¬ 
tional  studies  major,  was  a 
member  of  Restoration  Church 
Phoebus  in  Hampton.  She  was 
an  active  member  of  Campus 
Crusade  for  Christ  and  named 
Jesus  Christ  and  her  brother 
Joel  as  two  of  her  heroes  on  her 
MySpace  webpage.  On  her 
MySpace.com  page,  McCain 
had  written  about  me  certainty 
of  her  faith. 

"1  don't  have  to  argue  reli¬ 
gion,  philosophy  or  historical 
evidence,"  she  wrote,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Daily  Press,  "because 
I  KNOW  him/ 


SALEM.  Ore.  (BP)  —  The 


state  legislatures. 

H.B.  2007,  passed  the  House  by  a  vote  of  34-26  and  now  goes  on 
to  the  Senate.  Both  chambers  are  controlled  by  Democrats.  Gov. 
Ted  Kulongoekl  a  Democrat  has  said  he  will  sign  it  The 
Oregonian  reported.  "It  is  incomprehensible  to  me  mat  in  the 
year  2007,  in  mis  great  state,  that  we  should  be  havingto  debate 
civil  rights  and  equal  protection  for  all  Oregonians,"  Rep.  Brad 
Witt  a  Democrat  and  a  bill  supporter,  said,  according  to  die 
newspaper.  Meanwhile,  the  Dutch  Supreme  Court  has  told  Aruba 
it  must  recognize  homosexual  marriages  performed  in  file 
Netherlands,  Agence  France-Presse  reported.  Aruba,  located  off 
the  coast  of  Venezuela  in  northern  South  America,  is  a  self-gov¬ 
erning  member  of  file  Kingdom  of  the  Netherlands  and  nad 
refused  to  recognize  the  license  of  a  lesbian  couple  who  had 
moved  to  the  island.  The  Netherlands  has  recognized  homosex¬ 
ual  marriage  since  2001.  Aruba,  though,  is  considerably  more 
conservative.  The  Oregon  bill  which  would  give  homosexual 
couples  all  the  state  legal  benefits  of  marriage,  is  but  the  latest 
victory  for  same-sex  activists  on  the  state  level: 

•  New  Hampshire's  House  passed  a  bill  on  April  4  legalizing 
same-sex  dvil  unions,  which  are  identical  to  Oregon's  domestic 
partnerships,  but  with  a  different  name.  It  is  now  before  the  state 
Senate. 

•  Washington  state's  House  passed  a  bill  on  April  10  legal¬ 
izing  domestic  partnerships.  It  previously  had  passed  the 
Senate.  Democratic  Gov.  Chris  Gregoire  has  indicated  she 
would  sign  the  bill  which  would  grant  many,  but  not  all,  of 
marriage’s  legal  benefits. 

•  A  Connecticut  legislative  committee  passed  a  bill  April  12 
that  would  legalize  homosexual  marriage.  It  now  goes  to  the 
state  House. 

Christian  conservatives  say  the  nationwide  trend  is  another 
example  of  the  breakdown  ot  the  natural  traditional  family  and 
could  impact  every  avenue  of  life. 
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